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with Newfoundland on the north, and Nova Scotia on the
south. Their establishment in this country was neither
envied nor hindered; and they lived here, in no great
numbers, a long time, neither molesting their European
neighbours, nor molested by them.

But when they grew stronger and more numerous, they
began to extend their territories; and, as it is natural for
men to seek their own convenience, the desire of more
fertile and agreeable habitations tempted them southward.
There is land enough to the north and west of their settle-
ments, which they may occupy with as good right as can be
shown by the other European usurpers, and which neither
the English nor Spaniards will contest; but of this cold
region, they have enough already, and their resolution was
to get a better country. This was not to be had, but by
settling to the west of .our plantations, on ground which
has been, hitherto,, supposed to belong to us.

Hither, therefore, they resolved to' remove, and to fix,
at their own discretion, the western border of our colonies,
which was, heretofore, considered as unlimited. Thus by
forming a line of forts* in some measure parallel to the
coast,' they inclose us between their garrisons, aud the sea,
and not only hinder our extension westward, but, when-
ever they have a sufficient navy in the sea, can harass us
on each side, as they can invade us, at pleasure, from one
or other of their forts.

This design was not, perhaps, discovered as soon as it
was formed, and was certainly not opposed.so soon as it
was discovered: we foolishly hoped, that their encroach-
ments would stop; that they would be prevailed on, by
treaty and remonstrance, to give ,up what they had taken,
or to put limits to themselves. We suffered them to esta-
blish one settlement after another, to pass boundary after
boundary, and add fort to fort, till, at. last, they grew
strong enough to avow their designs, and defy us to ob-
struct them.

. By these provocations, long continued, we are, at length,
forced into a war, in which we have had, hitherto, very ill